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Abstract 

"The Basic Law of Human Stupidity" explores the deplorable state of human affairs throughout history 
and identifies a powerful yet unorganized group within the human race that perpetuates unnecessary 
troubles and miseries. This group, operating without leadership or regulations, functions in perfect 
unison, amplifying the detrimental effects of each member's actions. This book seeks to understand the 
nature, character, and behavior of this group, providing insights to neutralize its impact on human 
welfare and happiness. It is important to note that this work is not an exercise in cynicism or defeatism, 
but rather a constructive effort to shed light on and address a significant obstacle to human progress. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In our life's journey, we are often faced with situations that invite laughter, frustration, 
and even confusion due to human stupidity. Stupidity, though sometimes thought of as 
ridiculous, is actually a deeply rooted phenomenon in our everyday lives. To dig deeper into the 
essence and implications of human stupidity, Carlo M. Cipolla in his book entitled "The Basic 
Laws of Human Stupidity" provides interesting insights and deep understanding. This book is 
a journey across the landscape of human stupidity, unraveling the characteristics and patterns 
of behavior associated with stupidity, and exposing a series of basic laws that underlie this 
phenomenon. In this light but meaningful book, Cipolla shows us that stupidity is not limited to 
certain segments of society, but is a universal trait that surrounds humans as a species. Human 
life is full of intelligence, extraordinary achievements, and complex thoughts that have shaped 
our world into what we know it today. However, in that success and brilliance, we also cannot 
avoid a hard fact: human stupidity. 

The book "The Basic Laws of Human Stupidity" by Carlo M. Cipolla is an inspiring and 
enlightening work on universal phenomena inherent in humans. In this book, Cipolla proposes 
an unexpected take on stupidity, setting out the basic laws that lead to a deeper understanding 
of human nature. In this rapidly evolving information age, we might think that unrestricted 
access to knowledge will make humans wiser. However, Cipolla shows that stupidity is not 
simply a lack of knowledge or ignorance. He argues that stupidity is the result of human failure 
to understand reality, and this is not limited to social group, educational level, or social status. 
Through this book, Cipolla not only presents sharp analysis and critical thinking, but also offers 
us the opportunity to reflect on human nature and how we can be wiser in dealing with 
ignorance. Thus, "The Basic Laws of Human Stupidity" provides a rich and in-depth look at an 
often overlooked yet significant aspect of human life. 
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Where through this journal, we hope to contribute new thoughts and constructive 
perspectives on human stupidity, and how this understanding can help us in dealing with the 
complex challenges faced by society today. 
 
REVIEW METHOD: BOOK STRUCTURE AND THEMES 

The article that we have compiled is based on a study and content analysis of the main 
book, The Basic Law of Human Stupidity, by exploring the concepts and themes contained and 
discussed in this book. Then we also refer to this book by comparing it with other books using 
concept analysis, both books with similar themes and books that debate themes and studies of 
human stupidity, through this analysis we get a comparison of the concept debates regarding 
legal studies. this human stupidity critically and its implications sociologically in the wider 
community. 
 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

In general, this book describes the structure through two main structures namely; (1) 
conceptual legal discussion, analysis definition and study area that can be discussed on the 
basic laws of stupidity (2) implications and interpretations of the level of stupidity that occur 
in the community, social, and oppression environment. The conceptual discussion in this book 
suggests the basic laws and basic concepts of human stupidity where the basic laws of human 
stupidity talk about the four laws that will be associated with stupid people or what describe 
stupid people. The most suggestive thing in the discussion of this book is regarding the concept 
of the basic law of human stupidity which is classified based on the five basic laws of human 
stupidity where human stupidity is seen as a human agent in behavior where the stupid person 
described in this book is a person who always harms himself and has a negative impact. 
negative in the environment around him even other people. Several articles also deal with the 
first structure discussed in the contents of this book regarding the concept of the basic law of 
human stupidity, the definition of analysis and the area of study which can be seen from the 
sub-themes in the early chapters of this book, as follows, an example of classification into an 
analysis table content. 

Based on table (1), the analysis of the content of the basic laws of stupidity sub-chapter 
discussed in this book shows that the definition of The Basic Law of Human Stupidity is the 
main theme of the author's exploration. In general, this exploration relates to the object of study 
and what disciplines can develop this main theme. The area of study where the legal basis of 
human stupidity is the object of research which mainly deals with aspects of valid concepts and 
information. The book "The Basic Law of Human Stupidity" by Carlo M. Cipolla is an interesting 
work because it raises an intriguing topic, namely human stupidity. However, there are several 
more detailed criticisms that could be made of this book. One of the main criticisms of this book 
is its lack of in-depth analysis. This book tends to present a very general and sometimes 
exaggerated view of human stupidity without providing a deeper understanding of the 
complexities and contexts behind this behavior. In classifying people as "stupid" or "intelligent," 
this book is simplistic and does not consider factors such as education, environment, or life 
experiences that can influence a person's actions and thinking. 

For example, in this book, the author proposes the concept of "absolute stupidity" which 
implies that there are some individuals who are intrinsically stupid and their actions aim only 
to harm others without benefiting themselves. However, this overemphasis on absolute 
stupidity does not take into account the various reasons and factors that may influence one's 
actions. For example, a person may perform actions that are considered stupid because of a lack 
of knowledge or understanding, not because they are inherently stupid. 
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In addition, this book is also criticized for using research methods that are not strong 
enough. The author does not provide a solid empirical basis for his arguments, and often relies 
on subjective opinions and assumptions. This book does not provide deeper understanding 
through careful research or comprehensive data analysis. While the author presents several 
examples of situations that support his theories, more substantial empirical evidence is lacking. 
The book has also received criticism for its writing style. Some critics argue that this book is too 
light and not serious in presenting its arguments. The author relies too much on clichés or 
statements that are too general, so as not to provide the reader with substantial insight or deep 
thought. The writing style tends to be too relaxed and does not provide concrete solutions or 
further thoughts on how to overcome human stupidity described in this book. 

In this case, this book can be criticized for not providing sufficient context. Human 
stupidity is a very complex topic and is influenced by various social, cultural, economic and 
psychological factors. Thinking of them as just "fundamental laws" that can easily be 
generalized can ignore complexity. The book "The Basic Law of Human Stupidity" by Carlo M. 
Cipolla is an interesting work because it raises an intriguing topic, namely human stupidity. In 
his book, Cipolla presents several legal concepts related to human stupidity. These concepts 
provide an interesting understanding of foolish human behavior and its impact on society as a 
whole. In this article, we will explore the legal concepts contained in the book. The First Law 
explained by Cipolla is "The foolish individual harms others without benefiting himself, or even 
to his own detriment." This concept highlights the behavior of stupid individuals who are 
irrational and without considering the consequences to harm others or even themselves. There 
is a group of individuals who engage in such acts without obtaining significant benefits or 
without realizing that they are harming themselves. This concept provides insight into how 
individual stupidity can have a negative impact on the surrounding environment. 

The Second Law explained by Cipolla is "Intelligent individuals take advantage of and take 
advantage of stupid individuals, while stupid individuals are not aware of the harm their actions 
cause." This concept highlights the interaction between stupid and intelligent individuals in the 
context of everyday life. Intelligent individuals can take advantage of the stupidity of other 
individuals for their own benefit, while stupid individuals are not aware of the harm caused by 
their actions. This concept describes how an individual's stupidity can be exploited by others 
who are more intelligent. 

The Third Law explained by Cipolla is "A foolish individual has the potential to corrupt 
the system and society as a whole." This concept underscores the potential damage that 
ignorant individuals can do to the system and society at large. Individual foolish actions can 
disrupt order, reduce efficiency, and undermine progress. This concept provides an 
understanding of how human stupidity can threaten social balance and progress. The Fourth 
Law explained by Cipolla is "Smart individuals tend to ignore the potential harm posed by 
stupid individuals." This concept highlights the tendency of intelligent individuals to ignore the 
dangers posed by stupid individuals. Intelligent individuals are often too confident in their own 
abilities and assume that stupid individuals will not be a serious threat. However, human 
stupidity can have a significant impact on systems and society. This concept reminds us not to 
ignore the potential harm from the foolish actions of individuals. 

The legal concepts explained in this book provide an interesting understanding of human 
stupidity and its impact on society. However, keep in mind that these concepts are general in 
nature and may not cover all the nuances and complexities of human stupidity. Critics of the 
book highlight the lack of in-depth analysis and a more complex understanding of the factors 
influencing human action. As readers, we should use these concepts as a starting point for 
understanding human stupidity, but still consider other factors that can affect human behavior. 
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CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, the book "The Basic Law of Human Stupidity" presents interesting legal 

concepts about human stupidity. These concepts provide an understanding of stupid human 
behavior and its impact on society. However, it is important to take these concepts as an initial 
view and continue to do deeper research and reflection to understand human stupidity in a 
more comprehensive way. Book Criticism: The 5 Basic Laws of Human Stupidity, First Basic 
Law. Always and inevitably everyone underestimates the number of stupid individuals in 
circulation. Second Basic Law. The probability that a certain person is stupid is independent of 
any other characteristic of that person. I read a book sometime ago that summaries careful 
details how people who support BAT behave,the 5 basic law of human stupidity. Law 1: 
Everyone always and inevitably underestimates the number of stupid people in 
circulation....they are never in short supply especially on twitter. 

 
 

Review: "The 5 Basic Laws of Human Stupidity" is a book written by Carlo M. Cipolla which 
describes and reviews the five basic laws of human stupidity. This book clearly reveals how 
ignorance can affect the lives of individuals and society as a whole. However, like other works, 
this book has advantages and disadvantages that need attention. Excess: Precise Analysis: This 
book provides a powerful and in-depth analysis of stupid human behavior and tendencies. 
Through the five laws clearly explained, the author helps readers understand the various 
situations in which ignorance arises, and how it impacts society. Evocative Writing: Cipolla's 
writing is sharp, moving, and entertaining. He uses real examples to explain his concepts, 
making the book easy to digest and interesting to read. This book can be a trigger to reflect on 
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our own behavior and the society around us. High Relevance: In this age of information and 
sophisticated social media, this book is relevant in a very real way. By analyzing the 
phenomenon of human stupidity, this book helps readers understand why seemingly absurd or 
even dangerous acts often occur in the modern world. 

Lack: Limited Focus: This book is very focused on the theme of human stupidity, so there 
are limitations in the scope of the topics discussed. Readers seeking a broader understanding 
of social and human issues as a whole may feel limited by the scope provided. Offers No Clear 
Solutions: While this book identifies the problem of human stupidity well, it does not 
specifically offer solutions or strategies for dealing with it. Readers may feel dissatisfied if they 
seek concrete guidance for overcoming stupidity in everyday life. Over-simplicity: Some 
readers may find this book too simplistic in its approach to the phenomenon of human 
stupidity. While an easy-to-understand approach is a strength of this book, some readers may 
wish for a more in-depth and complex analysis. In conclusion, "The 5 Basic Laws of Human 
Stupidity" is an interesting and entertaining book that discusses the phenomenon of human 
stupidity. With sharp analysis, this book depicts human stupidity in a clear light and provides 
valuable insights. However, this book is limited in topic coverage and does not offer concrete 
solutions. Nonetheless, this book is still worth reading for those interested in human 
psychology, social behavior, and societal dynamics. 
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