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Abstract

Purpose - This study investigates the correlation between students' participation in English clubs and
their speaking skills among high school students in Pekanbaru City. Speaking is a crucial English
language skill that learners must master, as it plays a significant role in effective communication. Fluency
in speaking is often used as a measure of language acquisition quality. However, learners face several
challenges in developing their speaking skills, including nervousness, lack of strategic communication,
and insufficient practice opportunities. English clubs serve as platforms to enhance students' speaking
skills by providing engaging and interactive environments. Design/methods/approach - A quantitative
research approach was employed, with data collected through questionnaires and speaking tests. The
study involved 13 students from SMA Negeri 7 Pekanbaru who participated in the English club.
Statistical analysis using SPSS 25, specifically Pearson's product-moment correlation coefficient, was
conducted to determine the relationship between the two variables. Findings - There is a significant
positive and strong correlation (r = 0.961, p < 0.01) between participation in the English club and
students' speaking skills. This suggests that students actively engaging in English club activities tend to
demonstrate better speaking proficiency. The study highlights the effectiveness of English clubs as an
extracurricular program that fosters students' confidence, communication skills, and language
proficiency through various activities such as storytelling, speeches, and debates. Research
implications/limitations - The study is limited by the small sample size of 13 students, which may affect
the generalizability of the findings to a larger population. This research contributes to the understanding
of how English clubs support language learning and encourages further implementation of such
programs to enhance students' speaking abilities. Future studies may explore additional factors
influencing speaking proficiency and the long-term impact of English club participation on students’
overall language development.
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INTRODUCTION

One foreign language that is taught at every level of education in Indonesia, from basic
schools to universities, is English. Students should be proficient in this language because, by
nature, communication is necessary and speaking allows them to effectively express knowledge
to others. Since the purpose of learning a language is communication, students must master
speaking as a language skill. According to Richards (2008), speaking well helps students access
the latest information in various fields, such as technology, science, and health. In addition, this
ability helps them complete tasks. One of the English language skills that English language
learners need to master is speaking. Speaking seems to be the most important of the four basic
skills there is listening, reading, speaking, and writing (Tanjung & Fitri, 2020). Because
language learners are referred to as "speakers" of the language, as if speaking covers all other
types of language knowledge. Speaking becomes a goal that English learners must master
because their fluency can sometimes be used as a measure of the quality of their language
acquisition.
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According to Sari (2019), students must master all aspects of speaking skills. Students
who have developed their speaking abilities will be able to interact well with others and express
their thoughts both in class and when conversing with native speakers. Pronunciation,
grammar, vocabulary, fluency, comprehension, and other abilities are all strongly tied to these
competencies (Syakur et al., 2020) When people want to speak, they also need to consider what
to say, use, proper syntax and vocabulary, pronunciation, listening to others, and responding.
Usually, nervous people tend to be less clear in speaking. Insufficient strategy and
communication proficiency may also be a contributing factor in the inability to maintain the
interaction (Putri Perdana & Rianti, 2021). Speaking, or the process of speaking, is a direct and
useful type of communication, according to Bailey (2000:25) in Trisnawati (2019), when you
engage with others using a specific language, you are taking part in macro communication.
Speaking allows us to naturally and reliably convey thoughts, ideas, suggestions, comments,
and more without distorting the information. This form of communication relies on resources
that are naturally available to all living things.The speaker must be able to communicate easily,
effectively, dynamically, and clearly for the communication process to run smoothly.(Kaur &
Aziz, 2020).

Students' speaking skills must be supported through effective classroom management
and speaking instruction. Speaking is the deliberate use of language to convey ideas or
information so that others can understand it. In addition, speaking lessons are intended to help
students communicate well because effective communication includes more than just the truth,
students may have difficulty communicating in English because English is a foreign language in
Indonesia (Miranda, 2023). Extracurricular activities are activities that are followed and
carried out by students both at school and outside the school to help students develop their
interests, potential, and talents. Extracurricular activities can be a forum for students who have
an interest in these activities. states that extracurricular programs are certain types of activities
carried out by students outside of class hours and are intended to improve and support their
abilities (Jannah, 2019). To broaden understanding and skills, extracurricular English is needed
in schools. This is because English lesson hours at school are still limited and the subject matter
still lacks opportunities for students to practice speaking. The results of Endang's research
(2022), show that the use of English has not been implemented effectively and appropriately.
According to Maduwu (2016), considering the many potentials of our country, English is still
needed to make Indonesia proud at the global level. According to another study, English
language learning in Indonesia is still uneven (Endang et al.,, 2022)

English Club is one of the organizations or extracurricular activities held by schools or
universities. The club starts with basic activities, such as introducing themselves, talking about
simple words in the student's own words, watching a movie together, talking about the plot of
the movie, and sharing their experiences. Storytelling competitions, speeches, and debates are
activities in the English Club. For these activities, the English Club needs instructors. Some
schools or universities even bring in English teachers as instructors, or they ask teachers from
outside the school or university (Ngadimun et al., 2019). A club is a group or association of
people who share a common interest, and who meet regularly and do activities together.
Students learning English can go to English Clubs at English language schools to get together
and talk to each other in a comfortable setting. Most schools stay open for an hour or two after
class time, allowing educators to prepare their students for class Students are encouraged to
join English clubs as these activities help them speak and communicate better (Ali et al., 2019)
In conclusion, English language clubs serve as valuable extracurricular programmes that can
improve students' speaking skills, both inside and outside the classroom, and clubs create a fun
and relaxed learning environment, which can increase interest and improve language
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outcomes. English clubs often start with basic activities and gradually incorporate more
advanced tasks, including storytelling, speech and debate competitions. Overall, English clubs
provide a supportive platform for students to practice and improve their speaking skills in an
engaging way. This study focuses on high school students in Pekanbaru City, to find out the
correlation between students who join the English club and their speaking skill. Therefore, it is
hoped that this research can contribute to excellence in joining English clubs by improving
speaking skills.

METHODS
The researcher employed a quantitative research approach to assess the correlation
between two variables. The variables used were: Variable X, which means “participation in

English club”, and variable Y, which means “Students' Speaking Skills”. Data were gathered

using questionnaires and speaking tests. The researcher would then analyze the data to

determine the correlation between the two variables. The population of this study is the entire

class 11 at SMA Negri 7 Pekanbaru which consists of 9 classes and 322 Students in the 2024

academic year. To collect samples in this study, the researcher used purposive sampling. The

researcher used purposive sampling because the target sample taken was students who
participated in the English Club in eleventh-grade high school. The population of the Sample is

11 Students’. The researcher examined the data and collected using statistical software,

specifically the SPSS 25 version. The students' scores was calculated using the results of the

speaking exam and questionnaires. To know the significance the researcher analyzed using the
pearson product-moment correlation coefficient with SPSS.

1. Normality Test. The researcher used the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences, also
known as SPSS, to perform statistical calculations for normality. For the normality test,
Shapiro Wilk was used, and the hypothesis is as follow:

Ha: indicates data that is not normally distributed.As well, the criteria of normality are
acceptance or rejection as follows:

Ha is rejected if sig (Pvale) = a = 0.05

Ha is accepted if sig (Pvaie) < a = 0.05

2. Linearity Test. The linearity test is carried out with the aim of ascertaining whether the
dependent and independent variables have a linear correlation with each other. Based on
the test criteria, it can be concluded that this crrelation is proven.

If the value of significance (sig) >0.05, it means the variable is linear.
If the value of significance (sig) <0.05, it means the variable is not linear.

3. Hypothesis Analysis. Statistical computations were performed using SPSS (Statistical
Package for Social Science) for a hypothetical test. The hypotheses for this research are as
follows:

The interpretation of the correlation coefficient used according to the instructions from
Sugiyono (2006) is:

0.00 - 0.199 = Very Low Correlations

0.20 - 0.399 = Low Correlations

0.40 - 0.599 = Medium Correlations

0.60 - 0.799 = High Correlations

0.80 - 1.000 = Very High Correlations

The criteria of hypotesis are acceptance or rejection as follows:

1. If the probability or sig < 0.05 then the Ha is accepted.

2. If the probability or sig > 0.05 then the Ha is rejected.



RESULT

As shown by the data questionnaire most of the participants received an average score of
about 74.31 with a standard deviation of 3.351, the fact that highest score is 81 indicates that
some individuals feel joining the English club can improve their English language skills, while
the lowest score is 69 which indicates that there are some students who feel they have not
improved their speaking skills in the English club. As shown by the data english test of the 13
participants, most participants scored a mean of approximately 78.46 with a standard deviation
of 11.377, the fact that the highest score was 92 which indicates that some individuals have
better speaking skills, while the lowest score of 56 which indicates that there is potential for
improvement.

Table 1. The Result of Normality Test by Ussing SPSS
Tests of Normality

Kolmogorov-Smirnov? Shapiro-Wilk
Statistic df Sig. Statistic df Sig.
Students’ Speaking Skill 139 13 .200" 967 13 .859
Pam“pa“ogl:;the English 117 13 200" 940 13 460

*. This is a lower bound of the true significance.
a. Lilliefors Significance Correction

The result of normality test show in the table indicated that the data from each variable
were all normal since the significance 0.859 for students' speaking skill and 0,460 for student
participation in english club were higher than 0,05.

Table 2. The Result of Linearity Test by Ussing SPSS

ANOVA Table
Sum of Mean .
Squares df Square F Sig:
(Combined) 1521.231 11 138.294 4.322 .360
Students’ Between Linearity 1435.025 1 1435.025 | 44.845 | .094
Speaking Skill * Groups Deviation
Participation in from 86.206 10 8.621 .269 917
the English Club — Linearity
Within Groups 32.000 1 32.000
Total 1553.231 12

Based on the data table above, the P-value or Sig. for the linearity correlation between
English club and students' speaking ability is linear because the p for linearity test is 0.917 >
0.05. It can be concluded that the correlation between variables (X) and (Y) is linear. To know
the significance of English Club toward students' speaking ability, the researcher analyzed

using the pearson product-moment correlation coefficient with SPSS and the result:

Table 3. The Result of Correlation Test by Ussing SPSS

Correlations
Participation in Students’
the English Club Speaking Skill
Pearson Correlation 1 961"
Participation in the English Club Sig. (2-tailed) .000
N 13 13
Students’ Speaking Skill Peaé’is;rzzc_ (t);;il;)t 1ol '.906010 1
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| N | 13 | 13
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

Based on data table above, the correlation results for the questionnaire of students who
attended the English club and the speaking ability test are a significant positive relationship
with a correlation value (r) of 0.961 and a significance value of 0.000 (p < 0.01), which
interprets that there is a significant relationship between students who joined the English club
and students' speaking skill. And the correlation of 0.961 is included in the category of a very
strong relationship. This indicates that there is a very strong and significant relationship
between Students' Speaking Skill and Participation in the English Club.

Discussion

English club is an extracurricular program that contributes to students developing their
speaking skills inside and outside the classroom. English clubs make learning fun and relaxed.
It can improve results and foster interest. Storytelling, speech, and debate are activities that
English clubs engage in. The club starts with basic activities, such as introducing themselves,
talking about simple words in the student's own words, watching a movie together, talking
about the plot of the movie, and sharing their experiences (Ngadimun et al., 2019) The results
show that the questionnaire and speaking test are normally distributed with the result of
joining the English club is 0.460 and the result of the speaking test is 0.859. In addition, for
linearity correlation between English club and students' speaking skill is linear as the p value
for linearity test is 0.917 > 0.05. It can be concluded that the correlation between variables (X)
and (Y) is linear. In addition, the results of this study also show that there is a very strong and
significant level of correlation between students’ speaking skill and students’ participation in
the English club. because the Pearson correlation for joining the English club and speaking skill
is 0.961.

The results of this study were supported by the previous research that was conducted by
Ali (2019), with the title “The Effectiveness of English Club as Free Voluntary Speaking Activity
Strategy in Fostering Speaking Skills in Saudi Arabia Context”. Where english club provides a
social environment for students which can increase their self-confidence and acquaintance with
peers. English clubs and test-based teaching strategies help students to improve their speaking
skills. Another research conducted by Fitriany et al,, (2021), with the title “The Importance of
English Club: A Case at English Education Study Program Universitas Muhammadiyah
Palembang” This qualitative study examined how important English clubs are for improving
students' English skills. It means that English club is very important for students to improve
their English ability, especially in speaking skill. The last supported by the previous research
that was conducted by Rachmania et al., (2022), with the title “English Club in University:
Exploring its Advantages and Disadvantages English Club” This study aims to find out the
advantages and disadvantages of English clubs, specifically in universities. This research aims
to summarise that joining a university English club as a student has more advantages than
disadvantages. One of the many advantages that will be discussed in this article, according to
sources, English Club helps students become more proficient in English.

CONCLUSION

After the research was conducted at class XI English club of SMAN 7 Pekanbaru, the results
are summarized as follows. First, This research examines the correlation between students'
speaking skills and their participation in English club at SMAN 7 Pekanbaru. The finding of this
study show that students who join in the English club have some several problem with their
speaking skills, including the fact that some students were more passive and less active in the
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club but had good communication skills. Second, The results of the questionnaire of students
who joined the English club and the speaking ability test showed a significant positive
relationship with a correlation value (r) of 0.961 and a significance value of 0.000 (p < 0.01),
which indicates that there is a significant correlation between students' speaking skill and the
English club. In addition, the correlation value (r) of 0.961 falls into the category of a very strong
correlation, which indicates that there is a significant correlation. Third, Several challenges
came up during the research and data collection. Some students were still shy to come to the
front of the class to complete their speaking test, this was seen from when the researcher gave
a speaking test to do a spontaneous monologue about their past experiences, such as holidays
or memorable experiences. Next was the long wait for the English club schedule at SMAN 7
pekanbaru and for the English club students to be present in class. And the short duration of
time used to collect field data.
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